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INTERACTIONS WITH CHILDREN

Rationale: Staff should consider the rights and dignity of each child when interacting with them.

Aim: Children feel safe, secure and supported. (EYLF Outcome 1)
Procedure:

· As each child and family arrives at Preschool they will be greeted by an educator 

· Educators will be supportive and encouraging and engage in communications with children in a friendly, positive and respectful manner. They will form warm relationships with each child.

· Educators will use children’s names and ensure that their interactions are both meaningful and personal 

· Educators will create a relaxed and happy atmosphere so children experience equitable, friendly and genuine interactions with all educators 

· Educators will respect each child’s uniqueness, and respond sensitively and appropriately to children’s communication and will use the child’s own language, communication styles and culture to enhance their interactions 

· Educators will assist children to learn to communicate and interact positively and cooperatively with their peers through modelling appropriate communication and responding positively to children at all times 

· Education will encourage children to communicate their own ideas in a respectful and courteous way, and will respond appropriately to children’s non-verbal cues.
· Educators will show empathy, respect and understanding when communicating with children and model this in their interactions with adults 

· Children will never be singled out or made to feel inadequate at any time 

· Educators will comfort children when they are upset, or are showing signs of distress, and help them to feel safe, secure and understood 

· Educators will interact with children at meal times in a relaxed, unhurried manner, in which the enjoyment of food and the social aspect of meal times is promoted
· Educators will genuinely seek children’s input, respect their ideas and take their suggestions on board 
Sources: All KPS Preschool procedures are based on information provided in the following documents;

· The Preschool Handbook

· The Early Childhood Code of Ethics.

· National Quality Standard

· DEC Policies and procedures
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